
WelcomeMessagefromJapaneseMiniStry

Honorablechairman,Eminentprofessors,distinguishedscientistsandscholars, ladiesandgentlemen;

ItismypleasuretosayfewwordsonbehalfoftheMinistryofEducation,Science,SportsandCultureof

Japan(Monbusho)attheopeningoflnternationalSymposiumonAdvanceinNeutronOpticsandRelated
Facilities.Firstofall, Iwouldliketoexpressmyheartywelcometoalltheparticipantsheretoday.Especially
itisaverygoodeventthatalargenumberoffamousresearchersinneutronopticsandrelatedfieldsfromall

overtheworldaregatheredhereinKumatori.

Monbushohasapprovedinl995there-organizationprojectoftheresearchdivisionsintheResearchReac-

torlnstitute,KyotoUniversity,KURRI,andalsohavebeenpromotingspecialsupportstoKURRIasoneof

theCenter-of-Excellence(COE)Institutewhichisplayingimportantrolesintheresearchheldswithjoint

usesoftheresearchreactor,KUR,andtherelatedexperimentalfacilitiessurroundingthereactor.

IwouldliketomentionMonbushohasstarteda5-yearextensiveprogramfroml995,so-calledCOEpro-

graminordertostimulateandenhancetheadvancedscientificresearchesinJapan.Theprogramconsistsof

twocategories,oneismoreorlessconcentratedfinancialsupportstosolidifiedresearchprojectsandalsoto

attractiveinternationalcollaborationsbyjointuseresearchinstitutesuchasKURRI,andtheothercategory
isefficientencouragementandSupporttotheactivitiesoforganizingactiveandhigh-leveledcollaboration

groupsbyuniversityresearchers・ThepresentlntemationalSymposium,NOK'96proposedbyProfessorUt-

suroofKURRI,issupportedbyMonbusyoasoneoftheseCOEprogramsforpromotinginternationalcom-

municationsinthefieldutilizingtheresearchreactorKURinthisinstitute.

Wehearthattheresearchfieldsofneutronopticsisrecentlycomingtothemostattractiveanddeveloping

stageinthehistoryofmodernsciencecharacterizedbyquantummechanics・TheNobelprizegiventoProfes-

sorsShullandBrockhOusehasimpressedtotheworldthecontinuingextensionsandevergrowinginterestof

neutronscience. Inthisimportantstageonneutronscience, itshouldbeaverymuchvaluableeventthatyou,

asthemostactiveandexcellentresearchersaroundtheworld,gatheredheretopresentanddiscussup-to-date

resultsandprogresses.

Inclosing,Isincerelyhopethattheeffbrtsofallyoudistinguishedparticipantswillbecomeadecisive,con-

tributingfactortowardsfardeeperunderstandingonneutronopticsandrelatedsciences,andtherefore

towardsthepossibleestablishmentofevolvedconceptsinmodernscienceandrelatedtechniques・Atthe

sametime,wealsohopethatthisSymposiumwillbeinscientificsenseenrichingforeachoneofyou.

Thankyouverymuch

K・ Ichikawa

UnitChief

InternationalScienti6cDivision,ScienceandlnternationalAHairsBureau

MinistryofEducation,Science,SportsandCulture
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