
WelComeAddress

Mr.Chairman,honoredguests、 ladiesandgentlemen:

ItisagreatpleasureandaprivilegeformetowelcomealltheparticipantsofthelnternationalSymposium

onAdvanceinNeutronOpticsandRelatedResearchFacilities,(NeutronOpticsKumatori '96).Onbehalfof

theorganizingcommitteeofthislnternationalSymposiumandResearchReactorlnstitute,KyotoUniversi-

ty, IamveryhappytohavethosemanyattendantsgatheredatKumatori. Iwouldliketothankallpar-

ticipantsfortheirinterestandeifbrtsinhelpingusmakethisSymposiumpossible,especiallythosewhohave

traveledgreatdistancesandtakenvaluabletimefromtheirbusyschedulestoattendthesymposium・Weare

pleasedtohavetheopportunity,duringthissymposium,toexchangescientificthoughtandexperienceswith

ourcolleaguesandtoreviewnewdevelopmentsinneutronopticsandrelatedresearchfacilities.

ThereareseveralreasonsfororganizingthisSymposium.

First,researchonneutronopticsisgrowinganddevelopingveryrapidly・Therefore, itwashighlydesirable

thatinterestedscientistsgathertoreportnewadvances,toreviewthewavebehaviorofneutronsinregardto

thetheory,todiscussconHictingexperimentalhndings,andtoprovidenewmethodsandnewlinesofinvesti-

gation.Second, theideaofhavinganintemationalsymposiumonneutronopticsaroseoneyearagoasone

ofthecommemorativeeventsofthereorganizationoftheResearchReactorlnstitute,KyotoUniversity・At

thattimeourlnstitutehadplannedtoreorganizetheresearchdivisionsandtocarryoutamodemizationpro-

gramoftheKyotoUniversityReactoranditsrelatedfacilities・TheplanofficiallystartedonthelastApril.

Oneofourmostimportantresearchprojectsisproductionandstorageofverylowenergyneutronsandstu-

diesontheiropticalphenomena.Finally,thismeetingaimstoprovideanopportunitytoestablishandrenew

personalrelationshipsbetweenparticipantsfromallovertheworld.

Inconclusion,weallhopethatyouwillfindonthisvisitachancetoenjoytheatmosphereandlearnmore

ofthecultureofJapan.Mayyourstaybeenjoyableandthesymposiumaresoundingsuccess.Iwouldliketo

expressoursincereappreciationforthefinancialsupportgivenbytheMinistryofEducation,Science,Sports

andCulture,JapanAtomicEnergyResearchlnstitute,JapanAtomiclndustrialForum, Inc・andotheror-

ganizations.ThesymposiumisalsosupportedbyPhysicalSocietyofJapan,AtomicEnergySocietyofJapan

andJapaneseSocietyofAppliedPhysics(DivisionofRadiationScience).

YutakaMaeda

GeneralChairmanoftheOrganizingCommittee

DirectorGeneralofResearchReactorlnstitute,KyotoUniversity
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