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To all regular members

December 5, 2023

Haruko Uematsu,
Chair of Election Commission

Call to Vote in Election of Nominees for President for 81°-82"! Terms
(Term of President: March 31, 2025-March 31, 2027)
—Deadline of voting: 17 : 00, January 5" (Fri) —

1. Introduction

Regarding change of President of the Society, nominees selected by
voting among regular members are discussed at the General Assembly
and then appointed upon resolution of the Board of Directors (Article
22 of Constitution, Article 23 of Bylaws). Nominees for President for
the next-next term shall be elected by the following procedure (Article
24 of Bylaws).

(DDelegates in the Society vote three times to select recommended

nominees.

(@The Election Commission reports the names of the recommended
nominees to regular members and asks them to vote.

(3®Regular members select a competent nominee for President for
the next-next term among regular members, not necessarily a
nominee recommended by Delegates, and vote.

(®The Board of Directors submits the nominee who gained a
majority of votes from regular members to the General Assembly
as a nominee for Vice President for the next term (President for
the next-next term).

In accordance with this provision, the Election Commission
proceeds with the election of President for 819-82™ terms, and the
present notice pertains to the above steps (2), (3). Please vote before
the above-mentioned deadline, as follows.

Now, according to Article 23, Paragraph 1(2) of Bylaws, President
cannot be reappointed; therefore, please be sure not to fill out the
name of Shuji Hasegawa who is supposed to be President for 80™
term.

In addition, please note that according to Article 2, Paragraph 2 of
the Election Commission Regulations, three members of the Election
Commission—Haruko Uematsu, Hiroshi Sakama, and Kyoichiro
Ozawa—cannot be nominated for this election.

(Please refer to the Society homepage for the provisions of
Constitution and Bylaws.)

2. Voting Procedure
{Members who have registered their email address)

On December 6 (Wed), voting instructions will be sent to all

registered email addresses (as of November 1, 2023) of the members.

Upon receipt of the instructions, please vote on Web by 17 : 00 on the
above-mentioned deadline date.

Attention: If you do not wish to vote by Web, even though your
email address is registered, or if an e-mail of the mentioned voting
instructions does not arrive before the deadline because of an error or

another reason, please vote by mail as explained below. (We are sorry,

P
= &

but we cannot resend an e-mail of undelivered voting instructions.)

<<Members who have not register their email address or whose
email address is not valid as of November 1, 2023)

Please fill out necessary items in the Request Card for Ballot Paper
for President Election bound in this issue and send the card to the
Secretariat so that it arrives by December 19 (Tue). The ballot papers
will be sent to the requesters on December 20 (Wed). Upon receipt,
please vote so that your ballot arrives at the Secretariat by the
specified deadline. Now, Web voting will be unavailable for those
who have voted by ballot.

Attention: A Ballot Paper can be requested only by the Request
Card bound in this issue. A Ballot Paper will be sent based on the
membership number, name, and other information filled out in the
request, so please make sure to not make mistakes.

3. Nominees Recommended by Delegates

As a result of voting for nominees for President for 81°-82™ terms
by Delegates at the above step (1), the following three persons (listed
alphabetically) were selected. Biography, field of expertise, goals and
intentions, and other information about each nominee ((1) birth
year, (2) admission Year, (3) academic record, (4) work record,
(5) profession, (6) field of expertise, (7) record as director or auditor
in the Society, (8) goals and intentions) are provided below. Please
use them as reference when voting.

However, please note again that voting is not limited to these

nominees, and any regular member (except for the prospective

President for 80" term and members of the Election Commission) can

be elected.

Hirokazu Tamura (Professor, Graduate School of Science,

Tohoku University)

(1) 1960

(2) 1984

(3) 1983: graduated from Department of Physics, Faculty of
Science, The University of Tokyo, 1985: completed master's course
at Department of Physics, Graduate School of Science, The
University of Tokyo, 1988: completed doctorate at Department of
Physics, Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo
(Doctor of Science)

(4)  April 1987: research fellow in Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science, July 1988: assistant professor in Department of Physics,
Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo, December
1996: associate professor in Graduate School of Science, Tohoku

University, since October 2004: professor in Graduate School of
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Science, Tohoku University. October 2017 to September 2023:
member of Science Council of Japan (Chair of Subcommittee on
Elementary Particle Physics and Nuclear Physics of Committee, and
Secretary of Committee on Physics). Since April 2018: group
leader (visiting) in Advanced Science Research Center, Japan
Atomic Energy Agency

(5) Faculty member

(6) Experimental nuclear physics

(7)  April 2012 to March 2014: Director (General Affairs, mainly in
charge of areas and meetings), April 2021 to March 2023: Director
(General Affairs, mainly in charge of international relations and
academic meetings), April 2021 to March 2022: Vice President

(8) 1 was engaged in management of the Society as a director in
2012-2013 and 2021-2022, and as a Vice President in 2021. In
recent years, owing to the efforts of past presidents and directors,
the Physical Society of Japan has launched a number of new
initiatives, namely the introduction of a system of “Affiliate
Members” and donations, establishment of the Yonezawa Memorial
Award, implementation of online physics lectures, and establishment
of the Jr. Session Crown Award. As one who has closely watched
President’s work, I would like to address important issues that still
remain as follows, if I were elected President, though being unsure
whether I could live up to the responsibility.
(a) Dissemination of physics into society and young generation

One of the big problems faced by the Physical Society of Japan
is the membership decline that has continued since 2000. This is
related to the decrease in academic posts and doctoral students, but
what is particularly critical is the decline in members employed by
private companies, which is due to the shrinking share of student
members who remain with the Society after finding employment.
This means that enterprises are no longer able to engage in
fundamental research as much as they used to. Businesses can no
longer support fundamental, long-term research that does not yield
immediate profit, and furthermore, national policy and social trends
drift toward applied research that promises efficient and quick
outcomes. This situation is likely to be a cause underlying the series
of decline in Japan’s research power. There hardly exists a direct
solution to these difficult problems. However, we must be able to
make the Physical Society of Japan visible to the public and reveal
the value of physics and fundamental science to society and
citizens. First of all, aiming at further expansion of outreach
activities, I would like to ask our regional branches to establish a
framework for holding lectures and events in collaboration with
local high schools, science museums, etc. In addition, I would like
to make possible efficient promotion and lecturer appointment
through co-sponsorship and co-hosting of academic conference
events, such as the online lectures arranged by the Science Council
of Japan and the Physical Society of Japan in October 2022 as an
event to celebrate the 100™ anniversary of IUPAP. On the other
hand, we should not only ask enterprises for donations, but also
actively initiate corporate presentations at the JPS meeting venues
and exchanges between businesses and the Society members.
As for getting to young people, I would consider establishing a

system of “Junior Affiliate Member” aimed at high school students
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and younger. The main goal of the existing system of “Affiliate
Member” is to retain former student members after their
employment, and high school students are off target. With the free
or low-fee membership of Junior Affiliate Member, high school
students and younger can receive emails about lectures and events,
and to attend lectures for members and affiliate members free of
charge. Besides, it would be a good idea (though demanding much
effort) to arrange trial lessons and article submissions for high
school students. Currently, free one-year affiliate membership is
offered to winners of Jr. Sessions, but I would provide all
participants in Jr. Sessions with free membership as Junior Affiliate
Members to attract active young fans of science into the world of
physics. Besides, considering that girls make up the majority of the
participants in Jr. Sessions, their membership as Junior Affiliate
Members would contribute to a higher percentage of women in the
field of physics. On the other hand, it would be a good idea to
invite a certain number of outstanding students, recommended by
their teachers, for Junior Affiliate Members. I anticipate that such
activities will attract gifted and active high school students to
physics rather than other fields, and will eventually contribute to
improving the level of physics research in Japan. Moreover, even a
slight increase in the presence of physics in high schools might
prevent students from losing interest in this science.

(b) Internationalization of JPS meetings and journals

How far should we go in internationalizing (anglicizing) our
meetings and publications? Although Anglicization has advanced to
some extent, the situation is still not satisfactory for foreign
students and researchers in Japan, and foreign participation in the
Physical Society of Japan remains low, as was discussed at an
informal meeting held by JPS Board of Directors for the annual
meeting in September this year. On the other hand, opportunities to
listen to lectures and have discussions in Japanese as well as read
professional articles in Japanese are very important, not only for
Japanese students who are not yet sufficiently educated but also for
seasoned Japanese researchers.

For the time being, the JPS meetings are held annually, once
online and once in person, and I think that the two formats should
be differentiated. Specifically, with the online format, many sessions
are to be held in English, including joint symposiums with affiliated
foreign societies and highly international meetings focused on
public lectures from overseas. In contrast, during the in-person
meetings, emphasis is to be placed on discussions conducted in
Japanese and on educational effects (however, abstracts and slides
should be produced in English (both Japanese and English) as far
as possible) .

As regards publication of the monthly journal (Butsuri), it seems
reasonable to provide English only for titles and abstracts in paper
editions as usual, but to include full English translations in Web
versions. I believe that with the recent improvement in machine
translation, posting English translations will not take much effort. In
this context, I would like to get the opinions of foreign researchers
as well as the Japanese members.

(c) Format of JPS Meeting

Based on the results of a questionnaire survey conducted among
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our members, the JPS meetings are held annually, once online and
once in person; however, I think that an ideal solution is to hold
every meeting in a fully hybrid format (with the possibility of
remote presentations and Q&A sessions). However, this solution is
not realistic because providing a network environment, equipment,
and staff is very expensive, while securing a meeting venue twice a
year is difficult. Nevertheless, in the in-person meeting held this
September at Tohoku University, the burden of the local executive
committee, where I served as a chair, was very low due to the
organizational efforts of the entire secretariat that came to the
venue. I thought that it might be possible to secure a venue twice a
year, as it was before the coronavirus. I would like to continue
considering the hybrid format for future events, based on the wishes
of our members.

Mihoko Nojiri (Professor, Institute of Particle and Nuclear

Studies, High Energy Accelerator Research Organization)

(1) 1962

(2) 1987

(3) April 1985: started postgraduate studies at Department of
Physics II, Graduate School of Science, Kyoto University, March
1987: completed master's course, March 1990: completed doctorate
and earned doctor’s degree in science

(4)  April 1990 to March 1992: research fellow in Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science (National Laboratory for High Energy
Physics), April to August 1992: overseas dispatch researcher in
Nishina Memorial Foundation (SLAC), September 1992 to June
1993: researcher in University of Wisconsin-Madison, July 1993 to
March 1997: assistant in National Laboratory for High Energy
Physics, April to September 1997: transferred as assistant to
Institute of Particle and Nuclear Studies, High Energy Accelerator
Research Organization (due to reorganization), October 1997 to
December 2005: assistant professor in Yukawa Institute for
Theoretical Physics, Kyoto University, January 2006 to March
2007: assistant professor in High Energy Accelerator Research
Organization, since April 2007: professor in High Energy
Accelerator Research Organization

(5) Professor

(6) Elementary particles theory

(7)  73™-74" terms (March 2017-March 2019) (in charge of gender
equality, research grant allocation in Investigative Committee for
Education and Research Environment, etc.)

(8) [About activities of the Society]

It is my second time being nominated as a candidate in the
election of the President of the Physical Society of Japan (JPS),
and I am greatly honored, and, at the same time, I feel embarrassed
about the responsibility. Many activities of the Physical Society of
Japan are due to the voluntary participation of its members. The
President’s mission is to ensure that the members feel activities with
JPS are enjoyable and beneficial to research; if elected, I want to
maintain and develop such an environment. For the past six years, [
have been active mainly as a member of the Science Council of
Japan (SCJ), and my relationship with JPS has somewhat thinned
out. I hope you will forgive me if 1 have written something

inconsistent with the current situation.
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JPS experienced some financial problems before the coronavirus
pandemic, but the current situation is much better because in-person
meetings were halted during the pandemic. As with other academic
societies, the membership of the Physical Society of Japan is on the
decline, but I expect that a healthy financial condition can be
maintained by continuing the current meeting format. Moreover, the
possibility of online committee meetings via Zoom is positive in
terms of both financing and involving broader people in the
Society’s activities. On the other hand, the burden on the activists
tends to increase due to the decreasing and aging membership. For
this reason, improving the efficiency of the activity is necessary for
the Society to launch new activities.

In the academic field, some small societies are facing the severe
problem of “marginalization.” Several solutions are proposed, for
example, in the SCJ committees, to solve this problem, including
the merger of societies and joint activities. In addition, academic
societies that have become public-interest corporations experience
such difficulties as a restricted scope of activities and heavy
administrative workload. The situation has raised discussions about
the need for a new public-interest corporation system to provide
academic organizations with more options. I want to work in
collaboration with other academic societies regarding these trends. I
believe partnership with other academic organizations is also crucial
for appealing to the public about poor educational policies.

[About JPS meeting management]

I have heard that a new division of computational physics is
proposed as a Board of Directors project. The division system was
designed as a cohesion of research fields with roughly the same
number of presentations, but this involves aspects that hinder cross-
disciplinary activities. Starting a new division should be a
successful example of meeting organizations to encourage future
cross-disciplinary activities. Because of the importance, the program
committee members and coordinators must carefully verify how the
creation of the new division affects other divisions, particularly
impacts on program formulation. It should be clear what research
subjects belong to the computational division, and JPS should
inform the society members of the discussion of the new division.
In the future, relaxing the restriction on multiple presentations at
online meetings may be a possibility to encourage cross-disciplinary
activities while holding symposiums and gathering events in on-site
meetings. Besides, we should perhaps develop schemes to create
joint sessions efficiently based on the research trends of recent
presentations.

[About research ability]

Many stakeholders are now discussing the decline in Japan's
research activity with a sense of crisis. The most recent survey on
research grant allocation demonstrated that many JPS members also
know this problem. The JPS is one of the largest academic
organizations in this country, and the members are also leading
high-level research on a global scale. I want to encourage
discussions in the society journal and other publications on
government research policy so that the members can take part in
this discussion and also to broaden social understanding of the

importance of scientific research. In addition, JPS maintains several
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journals now under high international competition. It is necessary to
provide information on the issues of the management of
international academic journals to the members and exchange
opinions on how to maintain and develop JPS journals.

[About outreaches]

International and domestic commemorative events are
opportunities to raise awareness of physics and other fundamental
sciences. When serving as a member of the Science Council of
Japan, I was involved in a symposium devoted to the new
international system of units based on the Planck constant, titled
“New International System of Units (SI): How our daily life relate
with measurements of weight, electricity, temperature and time,”
and a symposium to commemorate the 150" anniversary of the
discovery of the periodic table of the elements, titled “Science and
Technology Promoted by the Periodic Table.” Such symposiums
have attracted many physics fans, being efficient outreach. JPS is
about to celebrate its 150" anniversary. I have heard that the
Committee on History of Physics is already acting on a plan to
celebrate the anniversary. I want to use this opportunity to raise
awareness of the importance of physics research.

As a facilitator for the TYBSSD (International Year of Basic
Sciences for Sustainable Development) in the Science Council of
Japan, I coordinated IYBSSD activities in 2021-2023. Several
physics symposia are held along the split of IYBSS in SCIJ,

“Significance of Fundamental Scientific Research and Society (from

prejudices, and harassment can be seen everywhere in Japan, and
academia is not an exception; this perhaps underlies the long-
standing gender gap in mathematics and science subjects. Such
extreme phenomena do not occur overseas, and prestigious
international meetings held by IUPAP set high standards for the
proportion of female speakers. In the context of the widening gap
between Japan and other countries, JPS should take action to
change the image of physics.

The Physical Society of Japan conducts many activities, but
efforts toward eliminating the gender gap are limited within the
Diversity Committee and Yonezawa Memorial Award. Awareness of
the issue is not enough among JPS members. Female participation
in some JPS-related events aimed at juniors and the young
generation is even lower than the female proportion of university
physics students. I want to start the discussion on setting the
diversity and inclusion guidelines for all JPS activities under
consultation with education experts and the Diversity Committee. I
also think that the Society as a whole must show commitment to
improve diversity and inclusion, for example, through a series of
articles in the membership journal.

Because of the lack of information and time, my statement may
not have sufficient focus or even missing some critical topics. I
understand I should move forward steadily with careful
consideration and exchange of opinions in advance if I am elected

to be the next President.

the Perspective of Physics)” in 2018, and two more symposiums in

2022 under the support/endorsement of JPS. The scope of [YBSSD

Seiji Miyashita (Editor-in-Chief, Journal of the Physical
Society of Japan (JPSJ))

is broader, not limited to physics, and interactions with other fields (1) 1954
deepened through the framework of liaison meetings of IYBSSD in (2) 1976
SCJ. This year, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a (3) 1976: graduated from Department of Physics, Faculty of

resolution proclaiming a “Decade of Sciences for Sustainable
Development” (2024-2033) following TYBSSD. 1 would like to
explore ways to reach out to the young generation who carry out
the future science while strengthening collaboration with other
academic societies.

[About diversity and inclusion]

The Society should address the problem of young people losing
interest in science, and particularly physics, in elementary and
secondary education, as well as the gender gap in the field of
mathematics and science. In the science curriculum, enrollment
rates in introductory (advanced) physics were 65.6% (22.8%) in
2015, which is relatively low as compared to 93.4% (38.8%) for
introductory (advanced) chemistry. One of the reasons is the very
low participation of girls in physics. Internationally, the proportion

of female graduate students in physics is 20% to 30%; however, the

Science, The University of Tokyo, 1978: completed master's course
at School of Science, The University of Tokyo, 1981: completed
doctorate at School of Science, The University of Tokyo (Doctor of

Science: phase transitions without long-range order)

(4) 1981: assistant in Faculty of Science, The University of Tokyo,

1988: associate professor in College of Liberal Arts, Kyoto
University, 1991: associate professor in Graduate School of Human
and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University, 1995: professor in
Department of Earth and Space Science, Graduate School of
Science, Osaka University, 1999: professor in Department of
Applied Physics, Graduate School of Engineering, The University
of Tokyo, 2005: professor in Department of Physics, Graduate
School of Science, The University of Tokyo, 2019: professor
emeritus in The University of Tokyo, 2019: Editor-in-Chief, Journal
of the Physical Society of Japan (JPSJ)

proportion of new female members of the Physical Society of Japan (5) JPSJ editing and management

has been about 10% for the past 20 years, and the retention rate is (6) Condensed matter theory, statistical mechanics, quantum
also low. In this year's general lecture of the JPS fall meeting, dynamics

Professor Nitta reported that physics is now the most avoided (7)  Director for General Affairs (in charge of conferences): 56 and

57" terms, Society Journal (BUTSURI) Editor-in-Chief: 69™ and
70" terms, JPSJ Editor-in-Chief: 75"-79" terms

curriculum by female students.

In the Science Council of Japan, I made one proposal and one
report related to diversity and inclusion. The proposal is based on (8) 1 have served several terms as a board member (see (6)) and
harassment questionnaires, and the report is on elementary and area representative (Area 3, Area 11). There, I have a strong

secondary education. I think deep-rooted gender stereotypes, feeling that The Physical Society of Japan (JPS) is a miraculous
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organization made possible by the devoted efforts of its members. I
have seen how the volunteers are involved in enthusiastic activities
while thinking seriously about better directions to move forward.
The public is likely to think of a physicist’s organization as a
gathering of self-centered people, and I happened to hear about
such epithets as “zoo” or even “Jurassic Park”. However, in reality,
individual people investigating a wide variety of fields, from
elementary particles, atomic nuclei, and space to matter properties,
biophysics, and other complex systems, work together reasonably,
and even in a quite cooperative way, under the name of physics,
which is an extremely miraculous thing. When reflecting upon the
reason for this, I realized that, though working in different fields,
we all share a subconscious awareness of having received common
fundamental education in physics and therefore feel that “we will
understand each other if we speak the right way.” A high-handed
tone is absolutely useless in physics, and I attribute it to a deeply
rooted spirit of science: “we will understand the situation if we
investigate honestly.”

However, a decrease in members and other annoying problems
have emerged recently. I am not sure how much this issue is related
to Japan’s depopulation, especially the decrease of young people.
But in any event, the problem has become evident recently. Various
attempts have been made to attract people (such as the KAIYU
“Friends of the Society”) and to prevent the decline in membership,
but so far it seems to be difficult. It is probably not a problem to be
solved by simple advertisements. In such situation, “Online Physics
Lectures” have been successfully taken place attracting many people
every time. This suggests the importance of showing contents
unique to physics. I believe that physics has an actual power useful
for real society, more than simply satisfying intellectual curiosity. It
is important to appeal to the public about this power and raise
awareness of the importance of physics as the basis of science, thus
strengthening the motivation for joining JPS.

For these purposes, roles of the annual conferences of JPS,
the society journal (BUTSURI), as well as dissemination of
information to the public and international academic communication
(by journals and events) should be important. I would like to
briefly share my feelings about the society journal, JPS annual
conferences and JPSJ, in which I was once involved. As regards the
society journal, there is sad news that students do not even take it
out of the plastic bags, and journals pile up to be disposed of at the
end of the year. Since I first joined the editorial board about 40
years ago (and probably even earlier), there have been continuous
requests to “make it easier,” but things have not improved despite

many efforts. However, I think that the journal is very useful to the

readers, especially for those who read with interest. Further efforts
should be explored to make the journal more approachable, but we
have to consider the issue carefully with regard to what role is
expected from the journal. As to the annual conferences, there are
many different viewpoints and opinions on the form of conference
management. Among them, further consideration should be given
for foreign members (and this is not limited to the conferences).
For practical operations, we have coped with the coronavirus crisis
and accumulated a wealth of know-how. Thus, I hope the
management itself would be improved through trial and error.
Another difficult issue is how the Society should maintain the
international journals. I think that international visibility should be
increased through further internationalization of the editorial board.
As for what the organizational form is appropriate, we need think
realistically the problem from the both viewpoints, which might
conflict with each other, i.e., that we keep our own communication
medium and that we maintain international competitiveness at
appropriate expenses. In addition, relations about two journals, JPSJ
and PTEP, would be discussed someday.

Next, the question of how the Physical Society of Japan should
deal with the promotion of large-scale projects is difficult to deal
with because of competitions among them, but I believe that plans
promoted enthusiastically should be supported if physically
reasonable. We may have been too much restrained for such issues
in the past. Reaching out to public is also an important issue
regarding the problem of “losing interest in science”. We need more
direct ways to excite and also handle public interest in physics. The
“Junior-Session” aiming to encourage high school students has been
successful. For further plans, I sometimes proposed as a joke about
establishing an institution for “ranking and rating” for physics fans
in public; in any case, I wish we had something more effective. In
terms of social responsibility of JPS, we should, based on our
knowledge of physics, discredit advertising for scientifically
ungrounded matter, spreading unwarranted rumors, or stirring up
anxiety. In the past, a symposium on pseudoscience was held in a
JPS conference. With such movements, we must spread true science
to public.

I hope that the Physical Society of Japan will continue to be a
community where the members can comfortably deepen their
knowledge of physics as a science and explore mysteries and will
become an organization that supports individual research. This will
hopefully contribute to increase the power of physics. I would like
our community to develop without too much burden on the

members.
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